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SEBRING - 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies and Detectives are investigating several 
events that occurred during the past 24 hours. Here is a brief summary of 
these events. Further details on each event will be made available as the 
respective investigations continue. 
 

 Wanted suspect Dequon Lokeem Raheem Rooks, 17 years of age, 
was arrested Friday and charged with Armed Burglary of a Dwelling 
and Robbery Home Invasion with a Firearm. This was in connection 
with an incident that occurred at 4208 Leaf Road, Sebring, on 
January 14, 2016.  

 

 At approximately 5:00PM on Friday, January 29th, a victim was giving a ride to some people 
when one of the people pulled a gun and demanded the victim’s money. The suspects 
struck the victim several times and took jewelry and cash from him. This incident took place 
near the intersection of Broad Street and E.O. Douglas Ave. in Sebring. Suspects in this 
case are still at large and the investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information on this 
incident is requested to contact Detective Adrian Gamez at 863-402-7250 or 863-402-7200. 

 

 Friday night, at approximately 8:30PM, an unknown black male entered the Citgo 
Convenience Store at 901 US 27 South, Avon Park, and robbed the clerk at gunpoint. An 
undisclosed amount of cash was taken from the register. No one was injured in the incident 
and the investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information on this incident is requested to 
contact Detective Mike Parker at 863-402-7250 or 863-402-7200. 

 

 Sheriff’s Detectives are also investigating a homicide that occurred last 
night, January 29th at approximately midnight, at 212 Garrett Road in 
Avon Park. The victim, a black male, died from injuries sustained by a 
gunshot wound to the chest. The name of the victim is being withheld at 
this time pending notification of next of kin. Thad Tate, 19 years of age, 
of Ballard Road, Avon Park has been arrested in this case. He is 
charged with homicide, armed burglary of a structure, robbery with a 

firearm and destruction of evidence. Anyone with information on this 
incident is requested to contact Detective Mike Parker at 863-402-7250 
or 863-402-7200. 

Anyone with information on any of these incidents and who wants to remain anonymous 
and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
226-TIPS (8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or 
simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed.      
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