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Ayanah Castillo receives her Good 
Citizen Award from Highlands 
County School Resource Deputy 
DeWayne Proctor at the Quarterly 
Recognition Ceremony. 
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Citizens Receive Good Citizen, Heroism Awards 

 
 
 

SEBRING - 
Two Highlands County residents were recognized Wednesday, January 20, 2016, by the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office for their actions during the past quarter. 
 
 
Ayanah Castillo – Good Citizen Award 
 
On the afternoon of October 21, 2015, School Resource Deputy 
DeWayne Proctor received a call from Park Elementary School 
indicating a six year old special needs kindergarten student was 
missing from campus. While enroute to the school, Deputy 
Proctor received a call from Central Dispatch indicating the child 
had been located and was at a residence on East Adams Street 
in Avon Park.  
 
Deputy Proctor spoke with the residents on Adams Street 
where he learned that Ayanah Castillo, a fifth grade D.A.R.E. 
(Drug Abuse Resistance Education) student at Park Elementary 
School had located and recovered the missing child. Ayanah 
told Deputy Proctor that while walking home from school she 
saw a child standing alone in the parking lot of the Avon Mini 
Mart who was crying and visibly upset. She said other children 
walked by the child and did not appear to know the child nor 
were they concerned about the child’s safety. Ayanah also determined that the child was not in the 
company of an adult at which time she took the child home with her and made contact with her 
parents who called 911.  
 
Due to Ayanah’s quick thinking and selfless act of kindness, the missing child was recovered and 
returned to the parents unharmed. Ayanah’s caring attitude, awareness and putting others before 
herself demonstrated everything it means to be a D.A.R.E. role model. For this Ayanah was 
awarded a Good Citizen Award from the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office with a big thank you for 
a job well done. 
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Donald Vineyard receives his Heroism Award from Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Chief Deputy Mark Schrader as the appreciative 
victim applauds his efforts that ultimately saved her life.  

 
 
Donald Vineyard – Heroism Award 

 
On the morning of January 8, 2016, 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies responded to 5312 Erie Drive, 
Sebring in response to a subject 
having attacked a woman in her 
garage. The 75 year old victim entered 
her garage to see if Donald Vineyard, a 
friend of the family, had arrived for 
breakfast. While in the garage, the 
victim saw a suspect dressed in dark 
clothing, sunglasses, kerchief over his 
face and something also covering his 
face. As the victim tried to flee back 
into the home, the suspect grabbed her 
from behind by placing his hand 
around her face and taking her to the 
ground. The victim advised while on 
the ground she had to twist her body 

from side to side in order to breathe. The suspect continued efforts to cover the victim’s nose and 
mouth which impeded her breathing and made her think she was going to die. The victim thought if 
she could fight long enough that Donald Vineyard would be coming soon. She was literally “fighting 
to stay alive” and when she caught sight of Mr. Vineyard she managed to say “someone’s here!”. 
At this time Donald Vineyard removed the suspect from the victim and began to escort the suspect 
from the garage. The suspect told Vineyard he had a gun and would shoot him. Vineyard told the 
suspect “go ahead” at which time the suspect struck Vineyard in the stomach causing him to fall 
and allowing the suspect to flee the incident location. The suspect was ultimately located and 
taken into custody after tazer deployment. As a result of the suspect’s actions, Donald Vineyard 
suffered several rib fractures during the incident.  
 
As a result of the quick and selfless actions of Donald Vineyard, it is believed that he saved the life 
of the 75 year old victim. For his actions, Donald Vineyard has been awarded the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office Heroism Award.  
 
 
 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton conducts quarterly Recognition Ceremonies to highlight 
members who have gone above and beyond the call of duty during the past three months as well 
as honoring those who have 5, 10, 15, 20 and longer years of service.  
 
 
    


