
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
10 January 2013 

“LOCK YOUR CAR” 
 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton reports there has been a resurgence of car burglaries 
throughout the county during the past few weeks. The vast majority of these incidents have been 
to unlocked vehicles containing GPS units of various brands, and I-pods. Other items stolen 
include cash, wallets and purses containing credit cards and other forms of personal identification 
and other valuables. These burglaries are taking place in residential neighborhoods often with 
multiple occurrences and victims in the same night on the same streets. In an effort to decrease 
the numbers of car burglaries in our county, Sheriff Benton begs residents to consider the 
following prevention strategies: 
 

1. Lock your car – take your keys! Statewide, statistics indicate that almost 25% of 
vehicles stolen in Florida have the keys left in them. In addition the vast majority of 
the car burglaries reported in Highlands County have no sign of forced entry meaning 
the vehicles were not locked at the time of the burglary. 

2. Do not make your vehicle a desirable target by leaving personal items such as 
purse, wallet, coins, CD player, etc. in plain view in your vehicle. Take these 
items with you or store them in the trunk so that they are out of sight even when your 
car is parked at your home. 

3. Instead of carrying your Social Security card in your wallet, it is recommended to 
keep it in a safe place at home, or in a safety deposit box.  

4. GPS devices, cell phones and IPods/Pads are some of the most popular items for 
thieves. If you have these items, do not leave them in the car when you park, 
even in your own driveway. Engraving an identifying number on the GPS unit, cell 
phone or computer will also make it easier to identify the unit if it is stolen and 
subsequently recovered. Use a unique number but NOT your Social Security or 
Drivers’ License number please. 

5. Turn on the light in your driveway or car port. Statistics indicate that over 50% of 
vehicle thefts occur at night and thieves usually prefer to work in the cover of 
darkness. 

 
To assist deputies in solving crimes and to prevent further occurrences, residents are requested to 
call Central Dispatch at 863-402-7200 to report any suspicious activity that you observe in your 
neighborhood. With your eyes and ears along with your vigilance in keeping vehicles locked and 
personal valuables safely secured, we can make a difference! Thank you for your cooperation! 
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