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Exploitation Investigation Expands   
 

 
SEBRING – 
 
The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office is working with the City of Sebring and the Sebring Police 
Department to investigate the theft of city funds.  According to Sheriff Susan Benton, “During our 
investigation of the exploitation of the elderly involving Sebring Police Department employee Vicki 
Hicks which resulted in her arrest; Detectives have uncovered what is believed to be a scheme to 
steal city money.” 
 
Currently, Mrs. Hicks is out of jail on a $100,000 bond after her arrest on December 31, 2015, for 
Exploitation of the Elderly of $100,000 or more. It was during this investigation, which required 
hours of pouring over bank records, that detectives have uncovered what appears at this time to 
be numerous banking records involving the City of Sebring and the Sebring Police Department in 
personal banking accounts. 
 
The City of Sebring is cooperating thoroughly and has brought in a forensic accountant to work 
with Sheriff’s Detectives and the City Finance Director. No details of the investigation will be 
released at this time as much work needs to be done.  Sheriff Benton ensures residents that all 
that can be done is being done and that all City systems have been protected and access limited 
until we have identified what really has happened. As the examination of records progresses and 
information can be released without hindering the investigation, we will do so. 
 
Anyone with information on this investigation is requested to contact Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Detective Lars Kirkegard at 863-402-7357 or 863-402-7358. 
Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a 
cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS 
(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or 
simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed.    
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