
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
Deputies Rescue Stranded Boater 

7 January 2014 
At approximately 8:00AM this morning Central Dispatch received a call from the pro 
shop at River Greens Golf Course regarding a possible lost boater. A female, later 
identified as Mary Watson, came to the pro shop saying her friend George Wyche had 
gone fishing on Lake Damon yesterday and when she tried to make contact with him 
this morning he did not answer his phone. After searching the perimeter of the lake to 
no avail, law enforcement was contacted to assist in the search.  
 

Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies Johnny Trammel and Adam Schwartz 
responded to the Lake Damon Boat Ramp, 47 Lake Damon Dr., Avon Park and 
made contact with Ms. Watson. Ms. Watson then contacted Charlene Wyche, 
George’s wife, who confirmed that Mr. Wyche had gone fishing yesterday at about 
9:00AM and he did not come home last night.  
 

Deputy Trammel made contact with Mrs. Wyche and got a description of George and 
his boat. Meanwhile, Florida Fish and Wildlife (FWC) Officers were contacted to 
assist in the search on the lake, and Deputy Schwartz secured a golf cart from River 
Greens staff to complete a search of the lake shore. While searching the lake shore, 
Deputy Schwartz located a boat matching the description of Mr. Wyche’s boat on the 
east/southeast portion of Lake Damon approximately 50 feet off shore. Verbal 
contact was made with the boat’s occupant who confirmed he was George Wyche and 
he was OK. Mr. Wyche related that his boat began to have trouble and his cell phone 
was out of minutes so he tied up to a tree and waited for assistance. FWC assisted Mr. 
Wyche to shore and Avon Park Police Department Commander Brian Robinson, who 
also was on scene, transported Mr. Wyche to the boat ramp where he was treated by 
EMS and released.  
 

“The coordinated effort between our deputies, FWC and Commander Robinson 
resulted in a happy ending for this rescued boater,” Sheriff Benton said, “We are glad 
to have been able to get this man back to his family unharmed.” 
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