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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 5, 2015 

 
Two Events Highlight First Responders 

 
SEBRING - 
 
On December 29, 2014, Florida Governor Rick Scott issued a proclamation designating January 5 
– 9, 2015 as Florida First Responder Appreciation Week. This is in light of the deaths of two law 
enforcement members, Tarpon Spring Police Officer Charles Kondek and Leon County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Christopher Smith who were recently killed in the line of duty.  
 
In addition, the Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc. (C.O.P.S.) and other similar minded 
organizations are partnering in support of law enforcement officers nationwide to promote National 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day (L.E.A.D.), January 9, 2015, in response to recent negativity 
expressed toward law enforcement members.  
 
Both of these events highlight the tremendous commitment that is shown every day by law 
enforcement, fire, EMS and other first responders to the safety of our communities. These people 
risk their own lives in order to save the lives of others, sacrificing their own well-being and that of 
their families for the greater good of our communities.  
 
While some groups are trying to highlight support for these officers by promoting the exhibition of 
blue lights, general acts of kindness toward these heroes will go a long way to encourage and 
support them in their mission. We certainly appreciate their sacrifices and want to express our 
gratitude for the great jobs they do every day.  
 
For your convenience, Governor Scott’s Proclamation and the press release from the National 
Sheriff’s Association outlining the C.O.P.S. initiative are attached. Thank you in advance for 
recognizing our local first responders.        
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